The result has been disastrous. At the time the Nizam Mir Sir Osman
Ali Khan Bahadur was engaged in a strenuous duel with the Govern-
ment of India, then under the direction of one of the keenest legal brains in
the world, not a voice was raised in Hyderabad in support of him. He was
made to tread the wine-press alone. Except perhaps for a few spasmodic
outpourings from the Urdu Press, the people were, in one of Charles
Dickens' phrases, " as dumb as a drum with a hole in it". If there had
been a simultaneous agitation, general support, Dominion-wide demand,
the Marquess of Reading would not have given his answer just when he was
putting the lock on to his portmanteau prior to leaving Delhi for good* He
would have handed on the whole correspondence to his successor, or, the
Government would have come to some sort of settlement, equitable, just
and fair*

HOW BERAR HAS SUFFERED

The reason why the writer feels most bitterly is that Berar is the richest
portion of the State of Hyderabad and by losing it our material and moral
advancement has suffered* Conversely, the writer must state that Berar
has suffered by not being an administrative part of Hyderabad, but the
milch-cow and the golden egg laying goose for the Central Provinces* If
Hyderabad and Berar could have pooled their resources what could not
have been done for Hyderabad and Berar, on an equal footing, in the sphere
of material and moral advancement? When Berar suffered, Hyderabad
would have helped; and when Hyderabad suffered, Berar would have
helped.

For a number of years, Berar has been supporting the Central
Provinces proper and in return was decked with the clothes of a Cinderella,
while the Central Provinces proper were given the robes of a princess* If
this assertion is based on imagination, the writer would ask the Central
Provinces Government to answer the question why a few years ago they
fixed a certain proportion of the total revenue for expenditure on Berar and
Berar only, and whether the Beraris did not lead the agitation which secured
for them the fixation of this proportion? a proportion which, by the way,
will have to be very soon revised, as in recent years there has been a
tremendous increase in the revenue from Berar cotton due to the use of
selected and improved seed, (see any C. P* and Berar Administration
Report).
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